


Common Questions about CSU General Education Certification 
 

 
1. What is the CSU General Education Certification plan? 
 
The CSU GE plan is a pattern of course work that allows students to fulfill 39 
units of general education requirements prior to transfer. 
 
2.  Is completion of the CSU General Education Certification plan an 
admissions requirement? 
 
No.  Completion of the CSU GE plan is not an admissions requirement.  
However, students are advised to complete the plan and their major preparation 
courses prior to transfer. 
 
3. What are the CSU transfer admission requirements? 
 
Community college students may be admitted to the CSU as either a lower 
division transfer or an upper division transfer student. Beginning fall 2005, 
students who complete a minimum of 60 transferable units at a community 
college may apply as upper division transfers.   
 
4.  Is it advisable for all CSU transfer students to follow the GE 
Certification plan? 
 
No.  Students pursuing majors that require extensive major preparation courses, 
such as Engineering, may find following the plan not to be advantageous. 
 
5. What will happen if the entire CSU GE Certification plan is not 
completed prior to transfer? 
 
If the entire CSU GE Certification plan is not completed prior to transfer, 
students may still be partially certified in those areas that have been completed. 
 For the areas that are not complete, students will be subject to the lower 
division general education requirements at the campus to which they transfer.  
These requirements vary from campus to campus. 
 
6.  Is a minimum grade required in all courses used for CSU 
certification?  
 
Yes. Students will need a grade of “C-” or higher in courses taken to fulfill the 
following areas: 
A1.  Oral Communication 
A2. Written Communication 
A3. Critical Thinking 
B4.  Mathematics/Quantitative Reasoning 
Courses with a grade of “D” are acceptable to fulfill other areas provided that the 
student has a cumulative transfer GPA of 2.0 or higher. 
 
7.  Can I match up a science lecture or lab course taken outside the 
LACCD with an ELAC/LACCD science lecture or lab course to meet the 
lecture and lab requirement in Area B? 
No.  The science lecture and lab should be co-requisites to each other and 
should be taken within the LACCD to meet the lecture and lab requirement. For 
example, a non-LACCD science lab would not necessarily connect in content to 
one of our science lecture courses. See a counselor for more information.   
 
8.  May students “double-count” courses towards major and general 
education requirements?  
 
Yes.  Students may “double-count” courses towards major and general 
education requirements.  However, the CSU campuses have limits on the 
number of courses that can be double-counted.  Please check with a counselor 
regarding this policy. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9.  May “pass/no pass” courses be used towards CSU GE 
requirements? 
 
Yes.  Courses in which a student receives a “P” grade may be used towards 
CSU GE requirements.  Some CSU campuses have limitations on the number 
of “pass/no pass” courses that may be used towards degree requirements.  
Please check with a counselor regarding this policy. 
 
10.  Must the entire CSU GE Certification plan be completed prior to 
transfer? 
 
No.  Students who do not fulfill the requirements for all of the areas may request 
“partial certification” of the GE plan.  Only the completed areas will be certified.  
After transfer, students will be subject to the general education requirements in 
non-certified areas at the CSU campus they attend.  Note: Any student 
applying for admission fall 1998 or later must complete Area A1, A2, A3, 
and Area B4 for admission.   
 
11.  What does it mean to have your transcript certified? 
 
When a student requests CSU certification, the community college verifies that 
the student has completed courses that satisfy all or a portion of the 39 units of 
CSU general education requirements.  An official notice is placed on the 
student’s transcript. 
 
12.  When do I apply for CSU certification? 
 
Students should apply for certification at the end of their last semester at ELAC 


